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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention relates to an to an optical device
comprising a micro-optical system and a retainer, and to a
method for producing an optical device. In the case of the
device according to the invention, the micro-optical system
(10) is fastened in such a way that the micro-optical system
is oriented in relation to a surface (50) of the retainer (60).
The device is characterized in that the retainer (60) has a
round, tapered recess (40) and the micro-optical system (10)
is fastened on a spherical cap (20) and the spherical cap (20)
is fastened to the retainer (60), wherein the spherical cap
(20) at least partially protrudes into the recess (40) and lies
against a partial surface (30) of the recess (40) or an edge
(41) in the recess (40), wherein the spherical cap (20) is
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OPTICAL DEVICE COMPRISING A
MICRO-OPTICAL SYSTEM AND A
RETAINER, AND METHOD FOR
PRODUCING AN OPTICAL DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a § 371 national stage entry of Inter-
national Application No. PCT/EP2015/067018, filed Jul. 24,
2015, which claims priority to and the benefit of German
Application No. 102014 215 105.8, filed Jul. 31, 2014, both
of' which are hereby incorporated herein by reference in their
entireties.

The present invention relates to an optical device com-
prising a micro-optical system and a retainer, and to a
method for producing an optical device.

In order to achieve the microintegration of a micro-optical
system, it is essential for the micro-optical system to be
fastened on a retainer in such a way that the optical axis of
the micro-optical system is adjusted.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,003,211 B2 describes an adjustment with
the aid of LIGA technology, which is based on a combina-
tion of deep photolithography, electroplating, and micro-
molding.

DE 195 33 426 Al produces adjustable structures by
means of O-SMD (optical surface-mounted devices) tripod
technology.

In order to fasten micro-optical systems, soldering with
laser reflow soldering technology is proposed in DE 197 51
352 Al.

DE 103 47 450 describes a ceramic substrate having
integrated mechanical structures.

Fuse-bonding with a notch or groove structure is dis-
closed in EP 1 345 059 Al.

JP HOS8 15 25 47 proposes a slot needle retainer in a notch.

The inventors have identified that the adjustment of the
optical axis of a micro-optical system can be further sim-
plified and improved.

Therefore, an optical device having a micro-optical sys-
tem and a retainer according to Claim 1, and a method for
producing an optical device according to Claim 6 are
presented according to the invention.

The present invention relates to an optical device com-
prising a micro-optical system and a retainer, and to a
method for producing an optical device.

In the case of the device according to the invention, the
micro-optical system is fastened in such a way that the
micro-optical system is oriented in relation to a surface of
the retainer. The device is characterized in that the retainer
has a round, tapered recess and the micro-optical system is
fastened on a spherical cap and the spherical cap is fastened
to the retainer, wherein the spherical cap at least partially
protrudes into the recess and lies against a partial surface of
the recess or an edge in the recess, wherein the spherical cap
is fastened to the retainer in the recess, but not where the
spherical cap lies in contact.

Because the spherical cap is not fastened where the
spherical cap lies in contact, shrinking of a fastening means
cannot cause a shift or rotation of the spherical cap relative
to the retainer and thus cannot cause a misadjustment.

In advantageous embodiments of the device, the spherical
cap lies along a support line either against the surface of a
part of the recess which is in the form of a conical portion
and is closer to the retainer surface or against an edge of a
step in the recess, wherein a fastening encloses the support
line.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

The resulting gap around the support line in this embodi-
ment can be configured to be particularly narrow, so that
little fastening material will suffice.

The fastening can touch the support line.

In particular, the spherical cap can be fastened by means
of a bonding agent.

The method according to the invention is based on a
retainer which has a round, tapered recess, and comprises
the following steps:

Mounting of a base surface of the micro-optical system on
a planar side of a spherical cap,

Mounting of the spherical cap in the recess, so that the
spherical cap at least partially protrudes into the recess and
lies against an edge in the recess or against a surface of the
recess,

Orienting of the micro-optical system, and

Fastening of the micro-optical system on the spherical cap
and fastening of the spherical cap to the retainer where the
spherical cap does not lie in contact.

In advantageous embodiments of the device, the spherical
cap lies along a support line either against the surface of a
part of the recess which is in the form of a conical portion
and is closer to the retainer surface or against an edge of a
step in the recess, wherein a fastening encloses the support
line.

The fastening can be effected by means of a bonding
agent.

The orienting of the micro-optical system can comprise
shifting of the micro-optical system on the planar side and/or
rotating of the spherical cap.

Additional advantageous embodiments are specified in
the subordinate claims and/or are set out in the embodiment
examples which are described below with reference to the
figures, wherein:

FIG. 1 shows a vertical section of a first embodiment
example,

FIG. 2 shows a vertical section of a second embodiment
example, and

FIG. 3 shows a vertical section of a third embodiment
example.

FIG. 1 shows a vertical section of a first embodiment
example. A micro-optical system 10 is connected by means
of a planar side 11 to a corresponding planar side 21 of a
spherical cap 20. The spherical cap 20 lies on a support line
31 against a partial surface 30 of a recess 40 (hole), which
is circular in horizontal section, in the surface 50, said partial
surface being inclined with respect to a surface 50 of a
retainer 60. The partial surface 30 therefore forms a chamfer
of the recess 40.

In the first embodiment example, a part of the recess 40
closer to the surface 50 of the retainer 60 is therefore in the
form of a conical portion and a remaining portion is in the
form of a circular cylinder.

The spherical cap 20 is fastened to the partial surface 30
and therefore to the retainer 50 with the aid of adhesive 70.
In the first embodiment example, the spherical cap 20
protrudes completely into the recess 40.

In the embodiment example, the adhesive 70 completely
encloses the support line 31. However, the invention is
neither limited to a fastening by means of adhesive nor to a
complete enclosing of the support line with fastening means.

The spherical cap can be inserted with its spherical side
into the recess in such a way that it wholly or partially
protrudes into the recess. The planar side 21 of the spherical
cap 20 makes it possible to mount a base surface 11 of the
micro-optical system 10 onto said spherical cap and, by
means of shifting, to orient the micro-optical system 10 in a
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translational manner with respect to the retainer 60. After
fastening the micro-optical system 10 on the spherical cap
20, the micro-optical system 10 can be oriented in a rota-
tional manner with respect to the retainer 60. Since rotations
about small angles substantially act as a tangential transla-
tion, re-orientation in a translational manner is possible. It is
also possible for the micro-optical system 10 to be simply
oriented by being shifted on the spherical cap 20, simply by
rotations about small angles following fastening on the
spherical cap 20 or, by means of both processes, in a
translational manner with respect to the retainer 60.

It is also possible to fasten the spherical cap to the retainer
first of all in such a way that the planar side 21 of the
spherical cap 20 possesses a specified orientation to the
retainer and then orienting and fastening the micro-optical
system on the spherical cap 20 in a translational manner in
the plane of the planar side 21 and in a rotational manner
about the surface normal of the planar side 21.

By rotating the spherical cap 20 about larger angles, the
fastened micro-optical system 10 can be oriented in a
rotational manner with respect to the retainer 60. Rotations
about three axes of rotation which are vertical to one another
and shifts along two shift axes which are vertical to one
another are thereby possible.

Finally, the oriented micro-optical system 10 is fastened
on the spherical cap 20 and the spherical cap 20 is fastened
on the retainer, wherein the adhesive 70 fastens the spherical
cap 20 to the partial surface 30 where the spherical cap 20
does not lie in contact.

Since the spherical cap 20 is not fastened where the
spherical cap lies in contact, this guarantees that the fasten-
ing cannot cause any change in the orientation.

The fastening can, for example, be effected with liquid
adhesive 70. Said liquid adhesive can be applied locally at
a location in the region (adhesive joint) which opens towards
the surface 50 between the spherical cap 20 and the partial
surface 30. Due to capillary forces the liquid adhesive 70 is
then uniformly distributed in the entire adhesive joint. The
adhesive 70 finally encloses the entire spherical cap uni-
formly and in a circular form. However, the liquid adhesive
70 does not penetrate between the spherical cap 20 and the
partial surface 30 along the support line 31. Changes in
volume of the adhesive 70, which can arise as a result of
curing, then act uniformly on the micro-optical system, so
that no angular misalignment occurs.

FIG. 2 shows a vertical section of a second embodiment
example. Again, a micro-optical system 10 having a flat side
11 is connected to a corresponding planar side 21 of a
spherical cap 20. The spherical cap 20 lies against an edge
41 of a step of a recess 40, which is circular in a horizontal
section, in a surface 50 of a retainer 60. The spherical cap 20
is fastened with the aid of adhesive 70 on the step and thus
to the retainer 50. In the second embodiment example, the
spherical cap 20 only partially protrudes into the recess 40.

Again, the spherical cap 20 is not fastened where the
spherical cap lies in contact. It is therefore also guaranteed
in the second embodiment example that no change in the
alignment is possible due to the fastening following the
alignment.

The recess of the second embodiment example is easier to
produce.

The third embodiment example, as shown in FIG. 3,
merely differs from the first embodiment example in that the
recess 40 is completely designed as a conical bore.

The recesses are shown in the embodiment examples in
such a way that they do not completely penetrate the
retainer. They are therefore shown as blind holes. In accor-
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dance with the invention, however, recesses (through holes)
which completely penetrate the retainer are also possible.

The invention claimed is:

1. An optical device comprising a micro-optical system
and a retainer, wherein the micro-optical system is fastened
in such a way that the micro-optical system is oriented in
relation to a surface of the retainer, characterized in that the
retainer has a round, tapered recess and the micro-optical
system is fastened on a spherical dome and the spherical
dome having a spherical surface is fastened to the retainer,
wherein the spherical dome at least partially protrudes into
the recess and lies against a partial surface of the recess or
an edge in the recess, wherein the spherical dome is fastened
to the retainer by a fastening element provided inside the
recess, but is not fastened where the spherical dome lies in
contact, wherein the spherical surface directly contacts the
partial surface of the recess or the edge in the recess, wherein
the fastening element is only on a single side of said direct
surface contact in a gap between the spherical dome and a
second partial surface of the recess, said gap being located
on said single side together with the micro-optical system.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the surface
forms a part of the recess which is in the form of a conical
portion and is closer to the retainer surface and the spherical
dome lies against the surface along a support line, wherein
a fastening encloses the support line.

3. The device according to claim 1, wherein the edge
forms a stage in the recess, wherein a fastening is arranged
on the step.

4. The device according to claim 2, wherein the fastening
touches the support line.

5. A method for producing an optical device comprising
a micro-optical system and a retainer, wherein the retainer
has a round, tapered recess, comprising the following steps:

mounting of a base surface of the micro-optical system on

a planar side of a spherical dome having a spherical
surface,

mounting of the spherical dome in the recess, so that the

spherical dome at least partially protrudes into the
recess and lies against an edge in the recess or against
a surface of the recess, wherein the spherical surface
directly contacts the partial surface of the recess or the
edge in the recess,

orienting of the micro-optical system, and

fastening of the micro-optical system on the spherical

dome and providing a fastening element within the
recess for fastening of the spherical dome to the
retainer in the recess, but not where the spherical dome
lies in contact, wherein the fastening element is only on
a single side of said direct surface contact in a gap
between the spherical dome and a second partial sur-
face of the recess, said gap being located on said single
side together with the micro-optical system.

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein the surface
forms a part of the recess which is in the form of a conical
portion and is closer to the retainer surface, and the spherical
dome lies against the surface along a support line, wherein
a fastening encloses the support line.

7. The method according to claim 5, wherein the edge
forms a stage in the recess, wherein a fastening is arranged
on the step.

8. The method according to claim 5 wherein the orienting
of the micro-optical system comprises: shifting of the micro-
optical system on the planar side and/or rotating of the
spherical dome.

9. The device according to claim 3, wherein the fastening
touches the support line.
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10. The device according to claim 1, wherein a contact
area of the spherical surface and the recess of the retainer
forms a circle.

11. The device according to claim 1, wherein the fastening
element is completely formed within the recess of the 5
retainer.

12. An optical device comprising a micro-optical system
and a retainer, wherein the micro-optical system is fastened
in such a way that the micro-optical system is oriented in
relation to a surface of the retainer, characterized in that the 10
retainer has a round, tapered recess and the micro-optical
system is fastened on a spherical dome and the spherical
dome is fastened to the retainer, wherein the spherical dome
has a circular planar side and the micro-optical system has
a planar side, 15

wherein the circular planar side of the spherical dome and

the planar side of the micro-optical system are in
contact with each other,

wherein the spherical dome at least partially protrudes

into the recess and lies against a partial surface of the 20
recess or an edge in the recess, wherein the spherical
dome is fastened to the retainer by a fastening element
provided in the recess, but is not fastened where the
spherical dome lies in contact,

wherein the spherical surface directly contacts the partial 25

surface of the recess or the edge in the recess, wherein
the fastening element is only on a single side of said
direct surface contact in a gap between the spherical
dome and a second partial surface of the recess, said
gap being located on said single side together with the 30
micro-optical system.
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